
August 30, 2021 

Brothers and Sisters, 

On 8/26/21, I participated in a meeting at Saul Ewing in reference to the recent pension lawsuit 
decision.  Fop3, BCFD Unions, and retirees from both took part in this meeting. Charles Monk, 
lead attorney, led the meeting and advised that the legal team will continue to post updates on 
the lawsuit website (baltimorepensionlitigation.com). I will provide some information here with 
a more extensive synopsis by Saul Ewing, forthcoming. 

• The Court of Appeals decided that there is a difference between a contract and a 
pension plan. This ruling in essence opens up the possibility that pensions, statewide, 
may be altered for members who are not yet eligible to retire where a jurisdiction can 
demonstrate that change is required due to dire financial circumstances. 

• The Court of Appeals affirmed Judge Rubin’s decision to adopt the damages calculations 
presented by the City’s actuary, rather than our actuaries, which resulted in fewer 
damages to the retirees than would have been available under our damages model.  

• This was a unanimous decision by all seven Court of Appeals Judges. In order to obtain 
an order of reconsideration from the same Court, the decision of four of the Judges 
would need to be changed – a highly unlikely result. 

• Now that the highest State Court has ruled on the breach of contract claims, the 
pending federal case involving a “takings clause” claim is likely no longer viable and, 
therefore, will not be further pursued.  

• The process of recovering costs and fees will be starting soon due to our partial success 
on the retiree side. It is anticipated that this case will be completely resolved, including 
payout of damages, by the end of 2021 or early 2022.  

• The FOP3 dues structure will change at the end of this case. There is a sunsetting By-
Law in effect, which will lower active member dues by $10.00 (every 2 weeks), and 
retired member dues by $10.83 (monthly).  

• Please visit the pension lawsuit website at baltimorepensionlitigation.com for further 
details and future updates.  

It is my hope that this information answers some of your questions.  I thank you for your 
patience and perseverance over the last eleven years of this litigation.  

Fraternally, 
Mike Mancuso 


